From the Principal.
Alphington Grammar School offers a unique education in Melbourne. It is a co-educational, Pre-Prep to Year 12 independent school offering English and Greek immersion education with a truly global perspective.
We believe the role of educating young children is about empowering them to become responsible citizens of the future, with global and international understandings. All students need to have a strong sense of self and believe they have a valuable contribution to make to society. And thus, we see our role as crucial in helping our students to identify their particular competencies, to nurture the thinking brain, the feeling heart and the intrinsic spirit and, to develop their skills and attributes fully.
We know that children learn best when they are valued, have a deep sense of security and are given feedback and support to take risks with their learning and challenge themselves further. At Alphington Grammar School we encourage and support young people to be their best, embrace opportunities to explore aspects of their make up with understanding peers and adults who actively listen and mentor so that they build resilience and self confidence in the face of adversity.
Children need to have buoyant teachers and parents to help guide and support them through life's journey. At Alphington Grammar School, we work with parents and staff to be optimistic and resilient role models. Adults with these competencies can act charismatically to build students who have self-esteem, resiliency and persistence. Good school -home links, we believe can ensure that students are scaffolded with reliable pastoral care. At Alphington we fully embrace the connection between the school and home and actively build ongoing relationships with our parents.
As well as having literacy and numeracy skills, higher order thinking skills and understandings, we believe students also need to have an understanding of technology and to critically access and manipulate the vast network of information that is available to them. We foster interest in the arts, outdoor education, physical activity and other recreational pursuits, to ensure a healthy life balance and a well rounded individual.
Cultural awareness and appreciation and an awareness of environmental issues are also fostered in our students to secure a sustainable future, thus many of our programs have this theme running through them. In Years 9 and 10 students undertake either a 5 week study in China, turkey, Gallipoli and Greece as part of our commitment to a global education or alternatively undertake a 2 week Trek to Adelaide, Coober Pedy, Ayers Rock, Kings Canon and Alice Springs exploring the indigenous, Hellenic and Asian communities across Australia.
The ability to communicate effectively and to work collaboratively with others, are vital skills for lifelong learning. Students at Alphington Grammar School are encouraged to reflect and facilitate their own growth as well as that of others. Time spent on task, clear objectives and high expectations is encouraged in our students. Students, we know, perform better when these goals are articulated and met.
At Alphington Grammar School we provide a wealth of opportunities for all students to take responsibility, develop to their full potential, to value lifelong learning and aspire to be active contributors in an ever changing, fast paced world. I trust you enjoy reading our school performance report for 2013.
Dr Vivianne Nikou

PRINCIPAL
The School's Vision, Values and Mission.
Mission Statement:
1.
Inspire and equip all students to strive for excellence in their academic, creative and sporting pursuits and to reach their personal best in all fields;
2.
Nurture and promote the unique qualities and personal well-being of all students and their respect for the individuality of others;
3.
Equip all students with the knowledge, skills and attributes to participate successfully in Australian Society, and to develop lifelong learning skills that will prepare them for a multitude of futures in a globally mobile workforce;
4.
Promote students' understanding and appreciation of our culturally diverse society, including the teaching of Greek language and culture, and of the contribution of the Hellenic intellectual tradition to the development and progress of human society.
Vision Statement
The school's vision is to be recognised throughout Melbourne as providing an exemplary total learning experience in a uniquely rich, international and inclusive secular environment.
Values
Staffing matters.
Senior Management Team
Led by the Principal Dr Vivianne Nikou, the Senior Management Team (SMT) of Alphington Grammar School has overall responsibility for the strategic daily management of the whole school, from PrePrep to Year 12. Each member of the SMT has their specialist areas of expertise, whilst also working cohesively as a group to be proactive and responsive to the changing demands of the educational landscape.
School Council
The Governing Body of Alphington Grammar is the School Council. Since 2011, it has been chaired by Mr Nick Koukouvitakis. The school Council is responsible for ensuring the good governance and financial health of the school.
Principal:
Dr A Growing Tradition of Academic Success.
Our students are continuing to perform very well against the National average in the NAPLAN Tests. On nearly every measure Alphington outperformed the National average.
The cells highlighted in BLUE indicate that our students have received a Median mark above the National Average.
NAPLAN
Our students are continuing to perform very well against the National Average in the NAPLAN tests which were completed in May this year.
The cells highlighted in BLUE indicate that our students have received a Median mark above the National Average. Our students have performed consistently well and above the National Average over the five years in the NAPLAN tests.
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Our students have performed consistently well and above the National Average over the five years in the NAPLAN tests.
Academic Results -Class of 2013
It is with great pleasure that I table the Class of 2013's amazing set of academic results.
A Summary of the Results
The Highlights
As can be seen in the table above our students have performed very well achieving a median Study Score of 33 for the year. 19.2% of our Study Scores this year have been in the range of 40+ (placing these students in the top 8%of all students in the relevant subject in the State).
We achieved 19 results of 45 or above (which places these students in the top 2% of all students in the State Nearly one in five of our students have achieved an ATAR of 95 or above (ie top 5% of all students in the State) while close to 30% of the students achieved an ATAR of 90 or above (ie top 10% of the State). Approximately 54% of our students achieved an ATAR of 80 or above. Our average ATAR was well above the average ATAR of the State.
The performance of our Year 11 students has again been most positive. Over 30% of our Year 11s achieved a Study Score in excess of 40+. The school is proud of its academic performance and its pursuit of academic excellence.
• Median Study Score 33
• 40+ Results 19.2%
• No of Subjects with 40+ scores 16
• Average Study Score 33.26
• % of Year 11s getting 40+ scores 33%
• Perfect Study Scores 4
• ATARs > 95 19%
• ATARs > 90 28%
• ATARs > 85 42%
• ATARs > 80 54%
• The Class of 2013 have broken the record set by the class of 2012 and reset the benchmark of performance for future generations of Alphington Grammar students. The results show that our school has provided them with a great foundation for the rest of their lives. We will follow their careers with pride.
Academic Excellence
The dux for 2013 was Shoumyaa Thanaskanda who scored an outstanding ATAR of 99.50.
Jawad Abidi ended up in the top 1% of all students in the State, while Caroline Yu, Lewis Vatcky, Amelia Radford, Leo Rodrigo, Yuchen Zhong and Llewelyn James all ended up in the top 5% of all students in the State.
Other top performers were George Athanasakos, Daniel Paris, Elaina Vatcky, George Skliros (all of whom ended up being ranked in the top 10% of the State).
Financial Operations.
School Operations:
Alphington Grammar School is a not-for-profit organization and is registered as a public company Limited by Guarantee 
Financial Stability
The continued financial stability of the school is Illustrated by:
• Alphington Grammar School's financial reports are independently audited by Pandeli & Co Accountants.
• The school's accounts are audited in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.
• The distribution of its income source is 66.74% private and 33.26% government. This is in comparison to the average government funding received by Victorian Independent schools of 50% private and 50% government.
• The school's total recurrent income increased by $395,938 (5%) in 2013. Recurrent income per student in 2013 increased to $17,169 p/s compared to $15,372 in 2012, this was an 11.7% increase.
• The school continues to increase its financial viability with continued increases in its Non-Current Assets and decreases in its Non-Current Liabilities.
Student Attendance Information.
School Operations:
Student attendance is managed through a computerised student administration program. Attendance rolls are marked at least twice a day for Primary students and taken each class for Secondary students. Senior Students (Years 11 and 12) are required to sign in and out whenever they come to school or leave the school. Parents are automatically notified of unexplained absences via text messages to mobile telephone numbers.
Our Students Attendance
School Year % Attendance Learning Technologies.
Technology iPads support seamless learning, allowing learners to easily switch learning contexts -from formal to informal and to take control of their own learning. This enhances and stimulates opportunities for face to face social interaction in ways that desktops and laptops design do not. Research suggested that the adoption and use of iPads in and beyond the classroom allows students to augment and enhance their learning in ways that were previously not possible or not so easy to do. Evidence highlights that iPads enhances learning experiences and transforms teaching practices. Mobility, portability and general ease of use enabled a wider range of learning activities to routinely occur in the classroom. The evidence from parents indicates that iPads increase engagement and interest in learning, gains in knowledge and technology skills and more opportunity to make learning relevant and authentic.
After much research and decision making, it was decided that iPads do have an important place in our school. Our students will be using the technology as a tool to enhance their learning. They will be in an active role rather than the passive role of recipient of information transmitted by a teacher or textbook. This shift will push the students to be actively thinking about information, making choices, and executing skills than is typical in teacher-led lessons. Moreover, when technology is used as a tool to support students in performing authentic tasks, the students are in the position of defining their goals, making design decisions, and evaluating their progress.
In light of this decision, the teachers received an iPad in preparation for the iPad implementation. This gave them an opportunity to become confident and comfortable with using this device in their classrooms. They were able to mark their rolls digitally and use the Apple TV to display work on the screen in the classroom. Whilst walking around the classroom the teachers were able to interact with the students. This enabled students to get immediate visual feedback to see examples of what was discussed. This process indicated to students the value of using iPads in the classroom and thus showed them the potential this device had. The iPad is a versatile, powerful tool that is changing the face of education -both students and teachers have access to an unquantifiable amount of educational apps. We will be investigating the use of the SAMR Model (Substitution, Augmentation, Modification, Redefinition) developed by Dr. Ruben Puentedura to integrate technology next year into the classroom.
iPads support seamless learning, allowing learners to easily switch learning contexts -from formal to informal and to take control of their own learning. This enhances and stimulates opportunities for face to face social interaction in ways that desktops and laptops design do not. Research suggested that the adoption and use of iPads in and beyond the classroom allows students to augment and enhance their learning in ways that were previously not possible or not so easy to do. Evidence highlights that iPads enhances learning experiences and transforms teaching practices. Mobility, portability and general ease of use enabled a wider range of learning activities to routinely occur in the classroom. The evidence from parents indicates that iPads increase engagement and interest in learning, gains in knowledge and technology skills and more opportunity to make learning relevant and authentic.
Parent Satisfaction.
Our parent survey identified issues that are highly important to parents, including how parents feel about the school climate, instructional effectiveness, student support services, and academic advising. This year parents responded to 114 statements with regard to school Improvement. The parent responses/opinions were very positive and we are thrilled to report that some of the top areas were:
The curriculum is broad, challenging and relevant
There is an appropriate emphasis on literacy and numeracy 
